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What inspired you to become an engineer? 

A few factors influenced my career choice - 

from an early age, with an inquisitive mind, I 

became increasingly engaged looking for the 

next, more complex puzzle, Rubik’s cube or PC 

game to solve! This then led me to seek 

technical fixes for various electrical and 

mechanical appliances in and around the 

home with my father – an engineer himself. 

Plus, a highly encouraging head teacher who 

was able to share her experience of pursuing 

a STEM degree at a time where there very few 

females undertaking this career path. 

What challenges have you faced in your 

career and how have you overcome them? 

I have been fortunate to have encountered 

minimal obstacles in my career to date, but 

whenever I have, I have always asked for help 

as soon as possible. I have found it beneficial 

to try and approach any testing situation 

from a different perspective, as there is 

always more than one route to the same 

destination. 

How are you helping to drive innovation? 

Diversity of thought is crucial for innovation, 

and I have been co-developing an Equality, 

Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) programme at 

tpgroup to facilitate this. Some of the 

programmes I am working on include 

assessing capability in the Defence and Space 

sectors for the next 20+ years and therefore I 

am contributing to the development of 

innovative concepts now, which will be core to 

the success of the programmes in the future. 

 

 

How supportive have tpgroup been in helping 

you to develop your career? 

The investment in both time and resources to 

support my continuous professional 

development has been generous and only 

increased since joining the company. 

What three things do you enjoy most about 

working for tpgroup? 

• The people – in particular, the 

collaborative mindset of my colleagues 

• The level of autonomy and trust given to 

all regardless of experience level 

• The creativity and diversity of projects to 

which I am constantly exposed 

 

What’s your advice for women thinking of 

embarking on an engineering career? 

Go for it! There are few alternative career 

paths that can provide quite as much 

diversity, growth and daily satisfaction. Also 

ask as many questions as possible - you are 

unlikely to be the first to have thought about 

it and there is an abundance of networks and 

communities out there that are more than 

happy to provide insight, support and 

guidance. Engineering has a leading role in the 

greatest challenges of today’s world – 

wouldn’t it be quite rewarding to know you 

helped in some way to solve them?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicolle Dawkins 

TPG Services – Senior Consultant 

Nicolle has been a Senior Consultant with tpgroup  

for 18-months. 


